Dr Anthony (Tony) Stebbing sadly passed away on the 2nd May from Covid-19 following a prolonged illness. Tony was aged 78 years and is survived by his wife Valerie. After completing his PhD from University College Swansea, he obtained a Research Fellowship at the Marine Biological Association UK, Plymouth. In 1971 he joined the Institute for Marine Environmental Research (now Plymouth Marine Laboratory - PML). He spent most of his scientific career in Plymouth Marine Laboratory before becoming an Emeritus PML Fellow, and then the first Director of the Centre for Climate Change Impact Forecasting (C-Clif). C-Clif was a joint project between Plymouth and Exeter Universities and the Plymouth Marine Laboratory and was opened in 1999 to monitor the effects of the weather in Cornwall and Devon. Tony was also a member of the Editorial Board of *Marine Environmental Research* for many years.

Tony\'s interests included the development of bioassays to detect the harmful effects of environmental pollutants. His later discovery of the stimulatory effect (hormesis) of low concentrations of many toxic substances contributed significantly to a renaissance in this field of research. Subsequently, the science of hormesis has become an important arena for the development of hormetic drug treatments and other therapeutic applications; as well as being of considerable research interest in the fields of cell signalling pathways and nutraceuticals.

He also contributed significantly to the international acceptance of biological effects assessment and monitoring for the adverse effects of environmental contaminants through his membership of UK Governmental Committees, the International Council for the Exploration of the Seas Working Group on the Biological Effects of Contaminants (ICES-WBEC) and the United Nations Group of Experts on the Effects of Pollution (GEEP -- UNESCO-IOC). He jointly organised a GEEP Research Workshop under the auspices of UNESCO-IOC & ICES at the Alfred Wegener Institute in Bremerhaven in 1990. This ground-breaking event saw the *in situ* testing of a wide range of molecular, biochemical, cellular and pathological biomarkers in fish, in conjunction with various ecological tests for diversity in the North Sea; and the results were published in the scientific journal *Marine Biology Progress Series* (Vol. 91, nos. 1--3). The outcome of this Workshop contributed meaningfully to the eventual implementation of a number of these tests in international Pollution Assessment Programmes around the world.

In 2011 he published his book "A Cybernetic View of Biological Growth, The Maia Hypothesis". This had been one of his life-long ambitions.

He was a very highly respected biologist, as well as a true friend. Despite his many scientific achievements, Tony was a modest man with a self-deprecating sense of humour, easy smile and an enthusiasm for life. He frequently kept his colleagues entertained with his anecdotes. He will be sadly missed by his friends and colleagues, however, his legacy of achievements as a highly skilled and knowledgeable environmental biologist and toxicologist, has been passed on to the wider scientific community and to the many younger colleagues who had the pleasure of working with him over the course of his career.

Tony was a true gentleman with very broad intellectual interests, as well as being one of my oldest friends and colleagues for almost 50 years. We worked together on many occasions, as well as having a number of joint scientific publications. I have many enjoyable memories of the times spent working with him at various places around the world, as well as in Plymouth. I will always cherish those memories, and will miss him greatly.

Sadly, Tony is gone, but he will live on in the memories of everyone who had the pleasure of knowing him and collaborating with him.
